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Rex A. Whiting was born on March 25, 
1918, to Bert Whiting and Sarah Nielson, 
at Mapleton, Utah. He attended elemen- 
tary school at Mapleton and junior and 
senior high school in Springville, Utah. He 
graduated from high school in 1936 and also 
graduated from the Kolob Stake Seminary 
during his high school years. From Brig- 
ham Young University he received two years 
of pre-dental education and from there con- 
tinued his education at the University of 
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Southern California, where he received the 
degree of doctor of dental surgery in 1942. 

It was during his last year of dental col- 
lege that he met and married Florine Mer- 
rell of Phoenix, Arizona. 

In 1943 he entered the U. S. navy as 
an assistant dental surgeon, with the rank 
of lieutenant, junior grade. After receiving 
indoctrination in the navy at the naval 
ship yard at Mare Island, California, he was 
sent to the Solomon Island area of war in 
the South Pacific, where he served until 
the end of the war as a dentist attached to 
Fleet Hospital 107. 

Upon his release from the navy he, with 
his wife and little girl, Carol, born while 
he was in the South Pacific, moved to Heber 
City, Wasatch County, Utah, where he 
practiced his profession of dentistry. In He- 
ber, three more children were born to this 
family, one boy and two girls, Kirk, Anne 
and Kay. While in Heber he was active 
in the LDS Church, being superintendent of 
Heber First Ward Sunday School and later 
ward clerk of that ward. He was a member 
of the American Legion. VFW, Lions 
Club, Chamber of Commerce, Provo Dis- 
trict Dental Society, Utah Dental Assn. and 
the American Dental Assn. 30S 


